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ramifications of accepting such an offer. but afier tnuch vacillation

realizecl that I wor,rlcl never know ttre conscquences witht)ut actllally

playing the shows. Tn'o clays later I arrived, u'ith uuch trcpicirtt itx.t,

in Minneapolis.

Gordon was wonderfirlly kind, striciing ()n stagc tcl introcluce tlrc

tc> tl-re aucliencc. "Herc' 's a girl f iorn my hornc t()wn of Toronto,

Canada, who plays beautifr-ri classical guitar ancl looks l ike an angel,"

he spoke into the tnicropht>ne, as five thor-rsancl people l istened

in silcncc. I{is petrifiecl "angel" was fl'lLntically trying to rl'rtrtn hcr

trembling hands on a hot-u'ater bottie, attelnpti l lg to caltn her ponncl-

in.q hcart. ancl wishing she were an1-lvhere elsc in the u'orlcl l l trt irr

the wings of Northrop Auclitorium at that trr()ment. ' l 'hc next ntinr,ttc,

Gorclon was beckoning mc onstage. I tr iecl to firrcel lt snrilc as tl lc

clcaf-cning thr-rnder frt>n-i tcn thousancl hancls 'nvclcot'ttccl tltc. I)laying

"l,a Fil le aux Cheveux cle Lin," "Campanas clcl Alba," "l l ,ttnorcs clc la

Caleta," ancl "souncls <tf l lel ls," l realizecl that tny fcltrs hacl ltecn

r-rnfoundecl wl-ren the crowcl gave tlte a tunrultuotts ovatir>n.

Iror the seconcl show I felt tuore relaxeci, ancl Gorckrn l>rottght trtc

()ut to takc aclclit ional ltows at the encl of his sct. The grcat revle\\ 's

in next ciay's papers reassurecl me that it hacl been a wise clecision

t() acccpt. "l'hcre'll be nore concefts fbr yotr soon," Gorclon proruisecl.

I f- lew back to Cali lornia irursting to tell Cal of rny tritrmph bcfi.,rc rr

"pop" audience.

In May 1975 I was contracted t<> play w'ith the Calgary Philharnronit

Orchestra and quickly learnecl the piece they reqlrestecl, I"arttusiu

para tm Gentilbombre by the great Spanish ctolllposcr [<xtqr.rin

llodrigo. Llnftrrtunately, there w-as not enough time t() stucly thcr

concerto thoroLrghly; never having pla,vecl with an orchestra befirre,

I was not even sure how to interact rvith a condttctor. CBC lladio rvas

taping the perform rny first CIIC broaclcast! I was terrillecl

at the prospect. 
.We 

had two brief rehearsals, wl'rich only macle tne

furior-rs with myself for not Lreing nore prepared. In cctntrast to opera

singers, baliet dancers, and even concert pianists, guitarists are

solitary creatures who never indulge in music coaches. Once our


