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morning anci evening. "Vhat the hell are you doing in Decemlrer

freezing vollr ass off in places *'ith names like 'Kitty mat whcn yotl

cr l r - r lc lbeinthereclwr locl forestswithme. l ' ,heshclutedintotheph<lne.

()n ottr free clays. I occupiecl rnyself learning net' rcpertoirc'

ccliting. ancl fingering Milton Barnes's "Fantasy fbr Guitar''' llased on

tl-rc t.rctne ..I,anci of the Silver Birch,.' wlrich I performcd a few m<lnths

later<lnaCI]Chal f -h<lur. iVshovr,cal lecl . .Mr.rs ict<lSee., ' IntheYtrkr ln
'ferritory, the mercr'try pltlmmetccl t() -60oF' causing a small split in

t l rc l lack<l f r lyRarrr i rezgui tarduett l thesr.rc lc lenf ] t rct t tat i t lntn

temperatLlreandlackcl f l rur . t r ic l i ty .Or- t rar" tc l ienc]esncverfai leci t<l

c let l< lnstratetheirappreciat ic ln,br-r t t l rereweret i tneswhenthetravel

r.1,,'.rs unbelrrallle . We often rose at 6:00 a ln to hit the road lly seven

l i l rasch<xl lct lncertatnineint l renextt()wn.Afternr l<lnsrcqr.r i ret l

r.ntrsical vn'orksh<ips' wllere u'e tar-rght stucients ()n ()Llr inclivich-ral

instruulents; evenlng c()ncerts firr the conrlr 'rnity wcrc invariall ly

firllowecl by late receptions l rr'refllly concludcci that thcse toLlrs were

casicr<lnnlalcf l t r tc<lrSynthesizclplaycrst i rant lnfemalegr.r i tar ists,

xs cvery night I hacl no ctroice but to stay up restringing the gr'ritar'

i r t lntngaC()nCe[g()wn.anclwaslr ingrnyhairwhi lcrr lyfei l< l r ,vr l t r . rs i -

cians r,vcre fr-ee to tLlfn in. l'radition has it that folk ancl p()p 2lrtists pay

t l t r ' i r  t l t t t 's  l l l r i  ing t ( )  r ( ) t lg l l  t r ( )uds in st t t ( )ky l r l rs:  I  wls pryin 'e t t l ine

ir-r all tlrc rcnx)te, snou.ll<lr-tncl ccltrrnrr.tnities cll. ntlrtllwest Canacle.

Anarclr . t< l t tsSaskatclrcr ,vanAt lsC<lr-rnci l t< lur t l rcnertseas<lnt t l t lk

r . r ret l r r<lr . rg l r ther,vavinglvheatf ie lc lstc lsuclrenthusiast icr t t ra lct l tn_

munities as lt()setow-n, Yorkton, \Weyburn' and llstevan' playing in

higli-school gyn-rs ancl cafeteri'.ls where variolts voh-tnteers, incltrcling

the r.nothcr r>f television host Pamela Vall in, shr-rtt led me along prairie

roacls. Thror,rgh the guitar-societv netn'ork' it was arranged for nle to

perfonn lt concert in Nasl-rvil le, ' fennessee' where Chet Atkins' the

legenclary cotlntry guitarist, founcl 2r seat in the ar'tclience' Chet was

alankymaninacasl ta l ,b lue- ieanst l i twhoinsistedoncal l ingtnc

Ll-ona. to diflerentiate lllv name frclm that of his wife' Lcona' Every

bit the fine soutllern gentleman, he proiected a friendly manncr with

iris slor'v'I'ennessee drau''l'


