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I rr'arurecl tn)' hancis on a lx)t-water ll()ttle' one of my stanclard

PfL'-(  
(  )n(  cr l  l1 )Ll t l l lL ' : .

But Gorclon \\.as a tenperanrental man. I q,'itncssed iiecltrent alter-

catior-rs ltetr,r.ecn hiilr ancl Vtrriolts rtlacl managers. light ancl stlr-rncl

technicians. ancl ltrctmoters. EVen his Lrancl tneutbers c>ccasi<>nally

carle unclcr f ir.e . I \r,as SLlre th'Jt l l ly tLlrn wor.rld C()n]e; it was tlnll '  lr

ltllrtter <tl tir.t-re. Arnazinglr,, hor",e,",er, clr-rring the tw<l ycars \\'c ttlttrccl

t()gertllcr. (lorclor-t never Llttcrecl a harsh w<>rcl in rny clirection, ah'l'lrys

tfcrating nre w,ith ut1ll()st consicleratit ln. one night, as u'e rvearily f leu"

hontc in the Air Canadl f lrst-class sccti()n on thc "recl-eye" l-rotrl

I. iclt l t<lntclt-t, afier l l laying l i lr. t lre Kltlnclike l)ays f-estir,al at t lre

Coliser,rnt. (l<>rcktn sa\\, lt lcr trying to sleep cr-r| lecl trp in tlv<; eclioinirlg

scuts arl. l celre ()vcr to tr-tck rl le in lvith a c:ottplc ol 'cxtra Pil lor'r 's rrrlt l

lu \\, lrrlD lt lur]kct. lt wes th<tsc srnall t l touglrtftr l gcstLlres I wil l ncvcr'

t irr.get. Lightl iXrt l irrrncl hirnself ltnclcr consiclcrablc prcsstlrLr in l()77.

s ignirrg, thenttnsigni t rg ' rv i t l lsLlpcrst 'Jr l l l " ln i lgcr-Jerry\Wcintratr l l

ancl clisprrting r,vith Warner l{ec<lrcls. }let'e r.vas e taste of t l lc t()Llgll

s i r l t ,  ( ) l  t l r t .  r r r r ts i t  l r t rs inr .s:  t l t ; t t  I ' l ts t t , r t '  l t l t t l  wl l rn( ' ( l  111q'  111'r() t l t '

\ t u,crc l l<l<lkccl in alI thc tnaj<lr stit l ttr-rer ltstir 'als lrncl t ltttcl<l<lr

vcnLtcs t 'ftr l l t T'trnglevn.oocl encl thc Nlcrriwcatlrer Post I)avil i<ln t<r

l)inc Knolt. ivl ichigan. et-rcl t ltc Garclc|r State Arts ccntcr. Playing

ltelrtrc t ltcse |uassrvc aucliences graclr.rally l leclttt le t 'ot-tt ine, t lnti l  I f i l l t

quitc ut hontet ir-r fr.ont <if the ten thor-tsancl t() t\\ 'cnty tltor-tsancl

ltcople that (lorckrn clrcr"' each nigfrt. The rlrost cli lr iclt lt c<lnccrts t<r

e.cll '-e hlcl ltccn those carlv stLlclent recitals with fi icncls. f ltrnily, rn' ' l

tcechcrs sitt ing ln tlter fhtnt rt lr. l 'r t\\ 'enty thottsatlcl pe<l1llc diss<>lvc

into a lt lasslve sea itf l t lackness fiorlr which I ctitr lcl cletach ancl

c()ltcentfate solell, on thc nlttsic. Afier sorlle Spanish sclections, I

r.rsecl to ann()Lrnce. tongtte-in-check, "Now lirr sonlething complctely

clif lLrcnt. I 'cl l ike to play for yor'r twrr pieces fronr the t()p ten ln

ilurope - in 17t30.' J'he cro\r'cl invariably laughecl lrefirre i larrnchecl

into lJach's "Preltrcle ancl Gavcltte." It w'as ast()l1ishin!{ how ret'ellt ivc

ancl attcntive Ciorckrn's allcliences were to rny rather specializcd

r.nr-rsic. The people u,,ho came to hear "sr.tnclow'n" or "In the Early


