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nightgor,vn, rvith rnv l'iair in cr-trlers ancl clrealn ()n ny tace' I was very

t l rankfr . r l f i l r that , Icxasl l lack()Ll t .TOrlrvcl isbel ic | 'Gorclc l r rentere( l thc

r(X) ln. . lncl i l rearcl l r intakingr>| |h issclcksanclsh()es.Bcfclrc lknen'

it. hc hacl clir.nbecl into the far sicle of my king-sizccl becl, mutnbling,

' . ( i t - lc lc ln ight .srveet l ie lar t . I . l lbegclnel lyther l r<lrn: ing. \X/eir .c lsr lc l l< l |

snrokc ir.r this r(x)111, eth'/" I tr iccl tt l  f ir l l  lrslccP. :l ightl1' t lncrtsy kn<lu'-

ing that (lorclt lt l 's head q'as lying a f 'eu' inchcs au'"ty ftrrtu nry pil low

Slrclclenl.v I tclt hinr jultp or.rt Of l lccl. "vhat next' i" I t lror'rght "ls l lc

har', ing t() t lsc the lxtthrtlt l l l ]  e\,crv lcrv nlinutcs ltf ier all th<lse l lecrs

Irncl i l trrgaritas?," "l forgot. l l . ly l lLtltars arc it- l l l lv ()\\rn r<l<lt l" ' l l t- '

cxpl l r inccl ,z i l lp i r lg l rphis lcat l . rer jacket. . ' l . l lbel lackinf ivet t l intr tcs ' ' '

Sr.rre cnough, e 1cw, 11tintrtes later. thcre rvas cl<>rdon llanging opcn

the cloor u,ith his tr,r,<t gttit l trs. I eventr-tlt l ly f 'ell asleell ancl rvoke

..rrolrncl nine to fincl a lt i le of ashcs in the lxtt lt, an cll lpty l lecl ' ancl

no suitit l 's. I lacl I clrcltrlecl it ell ' /

At lrr-cukfast (]<trcl()n l()6kecl u l itt lc shccpisli l tncl inquirecl if I hlrcl

slept r,r.ell thut night. ' l 'he l lancl. l lr-rsy rvtl l f ing clorvn tl-rcir scrltrl l l l lecl

eggs' l laicl n() ettellt i()n tt l t lrc lt leclecl qllesti()n. I,ater. I lvrlnclerccl if.

perhrtlts Ciorclon hirnscll '  hacl l lecn all 'aicl to l>c alorle in the tlarl<'

whatcr,cr his rcasor-rs. I thor-rglrt it ln()st chi\ ' l t lrotts <if- lt i i lr to h'LVc

l<ept nte C()lnpanv. The one night cii lrclrln Light.foot ltncl I sharcci lt

l>ccl w".rs n()t (l l l i tc lrs pc<lple rl 'r iglrt havc spcc:trlatccl!

On rl ly l l ir.thcllr,v. 'ILrlv 11. rvc lrlrcl jtrst arrivecl tt l  play at thc Sarat():]a

Springs I 'crforuing Arts (lenter' Vhile I r 'vas har' ' ing lt lnch in a restaLl-

rant u,,ith cirrcktn uncl the l lrtncl, I beatrtiftr l ly l i t l l irthday cake

lpproac'l.recl us, carriecl on high lrl tu'o srl l i l ing waiters singtng

' . t Iappyl ] i r . thclav. , . . . ( )h,G<lt .c l t ln.y() t lshclulc ln. thave! ' , Iexclairrred.

, ,N<>. i t ,sncl t l r ingt<lc l t lu. i t l rn le. . . l rc insisted.aSthe]clakeclrewncar.

'Oh. holv su'cct rlf v()Ll gllys'" I saicl ' adclressing the bancl' n htr

lookecl pr.rzzlecl, r,rntil the creanly concclction headeci straigirt past

r-rs to the very next tablc! Gordon lnust l-rave fclt badly that my

birtl-rclav hacl not been acknorvleclgecll he ercused hirnself frorl the

table titr a tew' mlnLltes. Later. beside mv dessert plate' I frltrncl a

little r.vror-tgl-tt-iron cannon allout foul inches high "Vliere clicl this


