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s(x)n as tny Boot contract expirecl I signecl a five-albr-rrr deal with

CIBS Mastenvorks in Ner'r, \'ork. r'l'rich releasecl The First Lctcl.l'of'tbe

Guitotrtncl S1,tcrrtisb Fartcts.r-. At last I hacl a strong lallel i.vith lletter

inLL'rn: t t  ionl t l  t l is t  r i l r t t t ion.

(l<trclon ancl I f-levn, ofT to Texas t() \\'()() sell-or-rt cror'vcls in large

vcrnLres, incluciing F'ort \fftrrth's "farfent Cotttrtv Clonr.'ention (lct-iter.

' l 'hc 'I 'exans. ()Llr ltx)st ebLrll ient ancl enthusiastic auclienccs. ltx'ecl r.ts

ltoth. In the borcler tow'n of El l)aso, Mexicans t 'histlecl ancl sh()tltecl

loLrcl ltravt>s after nry Spanish pieces. "fn'o l lerce l)<ll lemrltns l 'racl

ltcen rcleasecl int() (lorclttn's Lear iet to sniff ()Llt enV clrlrgs, l lLrt ltrck-

i ly no i l l icit sul>stuln(res wefe clctectecl. In Cincinnati I askecl <lnc of

the ltackstagc ()lgunizers for a coke I he rcturnccl tw'entv l l l i l l l l tes l:Itcf

luncl whis;lerecl that t l 're sr"rpply u'or.rlcl l le arri l ' ing rt ' i th thc Pr()tl l()tcr

rvithin thc hour. I gave hir.n lt pllzzlecl krok. expleining that all I

wante(l was a Coca Cohl Sourehow I als' ltvs felt to<l ingenr-totts f irr

the t6ggl1 w<>rlcl <>f r()ck an(l roll u.' i th its lelrther-j lrcketecl l)r()l l l()tcrs

lln([ rnlt( 'h() crcws.

(irtrcl<)n'uvus honourecl in ()ctolter 197(r l ly thc c'itY of I)trltrth,

lVlinncs11ta, lrt lnte to tl lanv 9l'thc sailr>rs w'h11 hacl clrownecl 9n the

I,ilnrund l'-itz.qerctlclwhen it sunk in Lake Strperior. Tl're shiJr's tragetlv

hacl lteen clrr<tniclccl l ly Gordon in lt is epit '  l lal l:rcl "Thc ti l ,/reck of f l l tr

Flchurrncl Fitzgeralcl," which q'as then nll l l l l)cf ()ne ()n all t lre t ' l l l trts.

In cvery city we playecl. arenas ltncl l 'rocke;- stecliLll l ls \\ 'ert i l t l l lr l l t( l

t<t r:altacity. I.r,vas l>ec<ll ing acctlst()l l lecl t() largc crowcls ancl stxgcs

()n centre ice. Vivien. stl lclying dentistry in (.hic'ago. came t() see Lls

in Kalur1az99. Michiqltn. increch-rior-ts thltt hcr sistt ' t- \\ 'r ls i l l)()Llt t()

plLrc'k her guitar pieccs before trvelve thottsancl peoplc'

I t  \ \ : rs: tn t .Xt ' i t i r tg t i lnt , in nt)  ( : t r ( 'L ' l ' .  o l  l t ' r ing l l l ( ' l l  t i t : l ( 'o l - l l l t '

lifestyle sharecl by niaiclr perfbrrning stafs - llackstagc intr<lclttctiorrs

to,John l)enver ancl Kris KristofTcrson, private icts, l imos. p()st-( '()ncert

pafties. ancl *,i lcl applausc. In ltetween my Lightforit totl l 's. I continttctl

to play smxller rectitals - Pctr"'ell River. I lr it ish Colunll l ial vtrlft ' i l le.

N<rva Scotia; Cape Rreton; Lennoxvil le. Qr:ebec. I plavecl I 'antusict

lx,rra un Gentilfuntbre n'ith the National Arts Centrc Orchestra ttnclcr


