g it s

-36* TORONTO DAILY STAR, Wed,

Jan. 19, 1566

-__'H"EF WlthE:I.ll‘,l-"i-'a.um

¥

with

TV

ROY SHIELDS -

[ DID YOU SEE? |

- r&5 tis goe. There in the rotunda of our House of Par-
if@mert sat Libera! M.P. Donald Macdonald, the Cone

EHE']."I-"EE‘LE Davie Fuoloa and the NDE 5

ﬁul-‘-r-

oonds of sanity, Bur M Macdonaid 3

ourn vour draft card.

resounding crash.

Faciest. Apart from a
couple of skits last
"night, such as Al Ham-
— £l's takeoff on Al
+ -phonse OCwmet {com-

plete with accent)
{they re lucKy this show
isn't seen n Oitawal,
the emphasis was on
sex. In fact some of tne
Ines would make Hugn
Heiner blush {actually,

England for a couple
of weeks doing com-
*rhercials, Junme Samp-

. CBC NEWSMAGAYINE., It was nasd to recall a
Program tat so made vou want to Zive up on Canada I

=, Newsman Normar dePoe asked mem what they
thovgzht of the Speech from the Throne and awav thev
.went like a broken record. Let's give David Lewis his
due, he at least wied 1o zeep the discussion within the
a=zd Mr. Fulon
Were straigas Canadiana caricgtre, shouting each

'u-:ner down 12 & chuldisn display of political partisan-
- s.mp of tne wors: kiad. It was exouga to make vou

. = THE PUBLIC EYE. If “Newsmagazine” was dis-
~baraging it was nothing compared to the disasier
sWrat followed 1. “The Public Eve's” satire of the
-opening of Parliament was more a satire on its own
n@ptitude. It seemed inecredible that Otiawa pro-
cucer Wilson Southam and the pesformers who
showed such good numor in a similar spoofing of the
federal election could have come down with such a

_ NIGHTCAP, No, it’s not really the wors: televi-
gion program in the world. But it certainly is the

VANDA KING
= ~sofl, Bonnie Brooks and Vanda King carTied brashly

David Lew-
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The tricky artscience of writing for kids

TWO TORONTO ACTORS wizg muck in
commor are Chris Wiggins and Rex Sev-
envaks. Both come from Enzland, beth
Save up businests jobs W wWorE In the
tneatte, both &re among? the most-iG-Ce-
mand porformers 00 e locs! scene.

Mr. Sevenoaxs nas three TV Festival™
assranmenis, He's wainng for 2 c22i 1o fl¥
o London 1o fnish studio shooling for
the movie, “The Trap." with Rita Tush-
ittham. I wiich 2e iz featmred. Loca-
ton scepes were filmed in Vancouver,

Al Wizains, at 335 one of the few people
around who can nandle leading man and
character paris atth aplumhh is juzgliag
fove radio and TV assignmenis a1 the
momen:. He 3 s0 busy that he turned
down an imiitation to join the Stratford
Fesirval company for the next two sea-
SOns.

The two men have one other thing in
common. Bell are deeply involved 1n
children’s theztre in Toronto.

Ir his spare time, AMr. Sevenoaks runs a
theatre school for children In one vear.
the enrolment has grown from 12 1o 60.
and there are three stud.os. Two In Scar-
bora. ore in Don Aills. Unabie to find a
suitable play for all his students. Mr.
Sevenoaks decided to write one hrmself,

He ealls it “Deepn in the Forest, Where
the Lirtle People Are.” It's a musical fan-
tasy. with a score by Cowrt Siope. The
snow will be presented just twice. Satur-
day eveninz. Jan. 29, and Sundayv aiter-
noon, Jan 30, at the Mudland Collegiate
Inshiute in Scarboro.

Mr. Wigzins is, relabvely speaking, an
old band with the wriiing of children's
plavs. He is the author of two of the
professional Museum Children Theatre's
most stecessful attracuons. “The Sleep-
ing Beauty” and ““Sinbad.™ His new play,
“FPlease Don't Speeze,” alsoe opens on
Jan. 29 at the Museum theaire. bui m the

ternoon. Diage Stapley and Franz Rus-
sell are the leads, and Leon Major is the
directsr.

A man of mary paris—a hrical expo-
nen: of the outdoars life, a former sports
Car ecusiast who Dow drives a station-
wagon, me hack of which has been con-
veried mic a poriable bachelor apart-
me=nt, a devotee of medieval historv—M\Ir,
Wigmns got mio children's theatre by ac-
cident.

Five vears ago, when be was spending
a vear with a tmeatre In Houston. Texas,
on a Ford Foundation grant, be often atl-
tended the rehearsals and performances
of a2 number of shows presented there for
cnildren. It occtirred to Rim that he conld
write such material He woried on 2z
script wiich became the forerunner to
“Please Doa't Soeeze.”

On his return to Toronio a casual con-
versation with Diana Maddox, then di-
recun? a plav for the Museum Children’s
theatre, led him 1o producer Susan Dopg-
las Rubes. She commussioned nim to
write *“The Sleepinz Beauty." which since
has been preserded all over the country,
from HalHax 1o Victoria.

“Writtng for children.” he savs, “is
tricky and challenging. You must engage
their interest, but vou must be carefiil not
to write down to them. You should have a
clear idea of the age group you want to
reach ™ For “Please Don't Sneeze,”™ he
nas a &lo-%vear old auwdience in mind.
One of his discoveries is that about two-
thirds of all the audience at children’s
shows is made up of girls. “That's a fac-
tor always to consider. 00"

Even as a youngster, he wanted t0

NATHAN

write. He stumbied into acting wien be
was working m Tmail, B.C., a5 2 newspa-
per adverasing represeniative. “The lo-
cal amateur group needed someone wilh
an English accent. to plav in ‘For Love or
Alonev.” ™ Mr. Wiggins stll has an Eng-
I'sh seccent. bot Lke Barry Morse has
masteraed toe science of doing Canadian
and American accents ambectcally,

Namrally Mr. Wigoins wams o broad-
en his dramaturzicz! horizons, He has
thoughts, hopes, about plays for an adult
zudience, and films. Bix he does not beliz-
tie the value of colldren’s plavs. The dis-
cipline is hard and invigorating, And, for
a family background in commerce teach-
es vou the vaize of such things he 15 well
aware o0 that. with nearly 300 profes-
sional and semi-professional companies in
Canada and the United States doing chil-
dren’s plavs, and searching for accepta-
ble scripts, it's a lucrative market

| ] L L]

THAT WANDERING SHOW, “The Vil-
lage Hewvue.” has found itself a new
home. Displaced m turn from the Bo-
hemian Embassy, the Colonnade. the Pen-
ny Farthing. and the Village Corner, it
now has taken up residence in the Cork
Hoom.

All the thinfs whicrh were arresazble
and jocular about it before remain
agreeable and jocular in the new quar-
ters. The vulpine Don Cullen, a veriical
mass of flesh lightly cobbled rogether. pi-
thily follows a man's transformation from
the pliant son of an arch-Tory to a flam-

e sadical m 2 meflow TMheral to an arch-
Tocy. wellting his som exactly what bis {a-
ner oud him. He pzis oo his clerical col-
iz~ 1o explain afresh the religious natre
of the direcSons on 2 can of condensed -
mato Soup.

Barry Baldare, a plumpish pigecn-pou-
ter. agam gives his mmpression of a bird-
fapcreer with voitures and eagles for pets.
wogerher they vispalre what the politeal
piatform would be of 3 Britsh homosexu-
al party and dsciose how a small over-
sight in the writing of the Declaration of
Independence brought the TS all its ra-
cial grief. They repeat too tDheir poignan:
skit of & looely man visiied in his room
by a survey-laker on Bappiness,

For thic engagement, 2 third performer
kas been sdded. Charletie Vale is a flash-
mg-eved voung woman, completely inno-
cent of the most elementarv sctong teen-
nigue, partially makes op for it by her
vivid insolence. Aside from a sonf and a
monologue, she appears in just a bandfol
of pumbers, and her funclion In them
needs redefmition

“Small Talk Tniimited™ and “Stalis.
Hes” are pnew skelches whose removal
would elicit no protest. But Mr. Baldaro
and Warren Wilsos have writlen some
tarily topical chatter for the commander
of the German forces stattoted 1o Maniio-
ba. There iz the nucleus too of an amos-
ing parody in a skit which cross-fertilizes
the James Bood spy story with Gilbert
and Sallivan’s *“The Mikado.™

As it has been since its Bohemiam Em-
bassy premiere, “"The Village Revue” isa
grab-bag of unpretentious and lghtiv-
stinging footnotes on the many varieties
of contemporary comhusion. Last night
Ar. Cullen and Mr. Baldaro were quite
stiff. plainlvy a case of “first night
nerves”; 1t's a logg time smce they
plaved a licensed mom. Mr. Baldaro
must waich though against mumbling. He
has a persistent tendency o step on his
best lizes.
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i and effectively on. In fact, Vanda qug a girl who is
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~busting out all over, suddenly emerged
actress extraordinaire.

_—

as a vamp

‘DID YOU KNOW?

_ BRACE YOURSELVES. William Dozier, execu-

“tive producer of “The Batman™ for ABC is sitting on
-a second winged treasure. It's “The Green Hornet™

However, he assures us that Hornet won’

py.” If and when it goes into production™
playved straight—as melodrama.™ -~

t be “‘cams-
it would be

= = BRACE YOURSELVES AGAIN. KBEC is taping a

hopeful pilot next week

for a series called ~“The Big
~=Money" which would offer he-men and women $50.000

as fop prize for feats of athletic prowess. It's the first
big prize show since the quiz scandals of the 1850s.
The idea is to test physical skills—a polfer sinks
2 lonz putt and the next week smks z longer one. But
“in-the pilot they have a woman axe-thrower, an army
drill sergeant and a carpenter. That's the pew show-

bizx for vou.
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‘I fumble for melodies’

By FEANK REXNNEDY
Star staff writer

Some men are paid sood
money to chimb to the top of
the Toronte-Domumon
Centre steslwork.

Gordon Lightfoot would
like to get 1o the top of the
Commonwealth's tallest
building too. But he can't
Zet clearance.

“I'm writing a song about

it,”" he savs. “But I'd feel a
ot better about it if I could
0 up there and get the feel
of 1t for myvself.””

Steelwork on the building
15 now at 46 floors, with 10
1o Z0.

“I'm disappointed there
aren't anv Mohawk Indians
on the project.”” he savs. It
womld add a twist to the
song. I'm told most of the
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steglworkers are from New-
fie.""

His program is well-bal-
anced, with something hu-
morous, something sad,
something profound. some-
thing rebellious and some-
thing romantic (in Light-
foots love-'em-and-leave-
*Bm way),

His only weakness in an
entire set was a slight care-
lessness of diction in “Early
Morning Rain™ which
slurred some of the Iyric.

Lightfost, who opened last
night for a two-week enga-
gement at the Riverboat
on Yorkville Ave., keeps up
with the news. He has writ-
ten another one about the
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. fumble for melodies.
lucky. Melpdies come quick -

LICHTFOOT
Tm locky

| sinking of a few months

agoe of the cruise ship Yar-

| mouth Castle.

He has written about 50
songs. His current publisher
has 30 of them.

The song-writing part of
the game pays well. He has
picked up about 5,000 in
rovalty cheques since he be-
Zan.

“Most of this was from

5 the Peter. Paul and Mary

version of ‘For Lovin’

1; Me." ' he said.
! Gord does most

of his
writing in the den of his
York townsip home.

“I pick op the guitar and
I'm

Iv for me. T'd have iwice as
many songs written i I
didn't have to worry about
Ivrics.”

Sometimes he writes a
 song quickly. *“T'm Not Say-
| g, which was a big hit in

tke Torooto area with his
. own recording last summer,
| was writies io 15 minpies.
[ “Sometimes I can write it
2ll in am afternmpon or an
t evening. Some iake Longer.
Some I never finizh.™
.~ He did 2 one-nighter at
* Ryerson last wees. And he
has a winter cataival at Oi-
Etawa  coming up.  Next
j month he wavels o Engz-

land with Ian and Sylvia for
a whirlwind tour of Britain
{at one point, seven cof-
certs in seven nights).

It's a long ery from the
dayvs when Gord square-
danced and sang in the cho-
rus of “Country Hoedown™
for CBC-TV.

It's an even longer jump
from his bovhood davs In
Orillia.

“I've been interested in
music pretty weil all myv
life.” he said. “Even when I
was in high schoel in Oril-
lia, I had hopes of making a
Living out of music. I've
never done anything else.”

(zord studied music theo-
v for a year at a jarz
school In Los Angeles. Then
he came back to Torooto.

“I was anxious to get
going,”" he said. “Toronto’s
a good jumping-off place 1o
the big time, a lot betler
than Los Angeles.™

He worked for the CEC
32 vears as a studio singer.

§ choros singer, dancer and
j drummer.

“I was making fantastic
monev—3250 a week. That
was something for a kid 21
33

“But I quit. I knew it
wasn't pgetting me any-
where.™

He took off for Scandi-
naviz, then settled in Eng-
land where he hosted and
sang on The Countrv and
Western Show, a 45-minate
BEC-TV show. It reallv
featured numbers from the
slick cowboy musicals—'An-
nie Get Your Gun,” -Car-
ousel.” shows like that™

Then Gord began writing
his ¢wn s0ngs.

He was booked into
Steele’s Tavern on Yonge
St. when Jan Tvson (of Ian
and Svivia) came into the
club and heard him. He sin-
gled out a couple of num-
bers he liked best They
were Gord’s own.

lan and Sylvia did “Early
Moming Rain™
Lovin® Me”™ The former
has now been recorded bw
eighy different ardsts.

zord. now 27, seems {0 be
a fenuinelv modest man,
but doesn't waste time with
false modesty. He knows

hat. in Toronto. he has
made the big tme. The
New Gate of Cleve brought
in about 22.000 a week dur-
ing his last engagement
there., He packs concerts.
He has priced humsell out of
tne Mariposa Festival, And
his once-a-month After Four

TV show oo Channei Shas a

large followizz.

And what is 117 Folk ma-
si¢? Foik-rock? Rock and
roll? Counturv and western?
Evervbody has to fit into a
classificaton these days.

“Countrv foik would be
the best wav of puiting it.”
ne szaid Bot he
knoeck rock and roil.

=it's changed so0 muoch in
the last I0 vears that it's
0% an LETE:LEE..-. arustic
form of music,” be said.

and “For i-

TS program was a dull bore
Troubadour Gord Lightfoot but the audience demanded more

Ex JACKSON HOUSE

Cloving, hopelessiv senti-
mental. and with the stench
of lavendar and old lace
clinging to 1. Mendels-
sohn's violin concerto is stll
with us, at best a prodigy’s
showplece and at worst a
crutch for vieolimists io lean
on in times of stress or

doubt.
Isaac Stern. recovering
from ‘flu. used it as his

crutch Iast evening in an
appearance with the To-
rooto Svmphooy at Massev
Hall., robbing the audience
of an opportunity to hear
the originaliv scheduled and
superior Dvorak concerto.

atern’s performance was
more than perfunctory; it
was a dull, thumping bore,
lacking Ilife, continuity and
stvie ... mere note-spin-
mnz of 2 technically neat
but musicallv {laccid order.
Moreover, Seiji Ozawa and
the TS provided an accom-
paniment that matched
Stern’s vacuity measure for
measunre.

But do vou think the au-
dience Tecofnized thisT XNot
at all! Thev rose o T as
though it were the musie of
the spheres plaved by Zeus
himself. Their clamaor
brought them what they de-
served—a repeat of that
tickv-tack horror. the iast
rmovement; which leads me
o belteve that such Te-
sourcefulness on tern’s
part could have susiained
him through the Dwvorak in
the first place.

Perhaps the Mendelssohn
sounded good to an au-
dience whose ears had pre-
viously been assaulted by
Arnold Schoenberg's vidgar
and tasteless transcription
of Bach's “Organ Prelude
and Fugue in E Flat Ma-
jor.”” This orchestration
provides an excuse for ev-
erv imstrument., incloding
harp and percussion. to deal
a death-blow to Bach's con-
trapuntal design.

OPENING SALE

Frarmed Ongmal O Pantrmgs
&3 micture frarmng Ten years
ExoenienCe,

GAINSBORDUGE ART GALLERY
Dixieland Shopping Comtre

1807 LAWREMCE AVENUE LAST,
SCAREOROUGH

From 8785 and uz. Disteinguish-

LR T e ) m——— e rnm i o o o o s

lncapahle of coping with :
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ISAAC STERN

it. the TS pavers were Ziv-
en ne help by Ozawa. Lack-
ing his usual grace and
freedom. he was like a stu-
dent essaving the iotally un-
familiar: his inarticulate
beat produced nothing but a
turgid blast of meaningless
sound.

Az two conductors were
required for {-'harles Ives's
“Central Park in the
Dark,” TS assistant Niklaus

Wyss handled woodwinds,
brass and percussion, while
Ozawa managed the
strings. This, because Ives
has two bands gong at the
same time. not only in op-
posing rhythms, but alse in
opposing kevs.

Ives's works, all written
before 1920, were once con-
sidered unplayable and are
just now beginning to catch
public imagination.

I could not see anvihing
in “Central Park in the
Dark™ of any greatl mystery
and T wonder that it was
ever held in awe. It is pi-
quant, even ertertaining,
but no more,.

However, Wyss and Ozs-
wa evidently felt they had
performed a {=2at of virtuoso
brilliance, for they bounced
about the stage like the
Eobbsey Twins on holiday
congratulating each other
and the orchestra with
vaudeville gestures.

WE BUY
FOR CASH

doesa’s § B B e o et
Gurrs,  Sportey ANTY-
THirG.
JOHN E. SHUEAR SALES

119 QUEEN ST. WEST
Eml. E-5856 AMYTIME

TONIGHT — &:00

& spy drama of chilling realism
staming Robert Goulet

BOB HOPE

Highlizhts of Bob's 14th annual Christ-
mas Show before ULS. troops in Vietnam.

CBC-TV

TONIGHT — 10.00

fﬁﬁmlmm

HOW TO
BREAK
QUARTER HORSE

A new Paul 5t. Pierre story from the
Cariboo Country of B.C. in which OF
Antome gets involved in a morder trial
Features CHIEF DAN GEORGE.

CEC-TV
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